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MATLAB Marina: MATLAB Help

Student Learning Objectives

After completing this module, one should:

1. Be able to use MATLAB’s help to look up information on functions, keywords, and
operators.

Terms
IDE, Command window, Help window

MATLAB Functions, Keywords, and Operators
help

MATLAB Help

Help on built in functions and other MATLAB topics can be accessed from the Help window and
from the Command Window. The Help window can be opened from the Help in the HOME tab
of the Toolstrip or from the Help icon (?) in the Quick Access Toolbar. The Help window is
shown in Figure 1a and the doc help for the cosine function is shown in Figure ab. The Help
window will also be opened when searching the MATLAB documentation using the Search Bar.
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Figure 1a. MATLAB Help Window (R2019a)




@ Help - o X
@ S P @ [ SearchResults-cos % | + | BoBEO >

Documentation All Examples Functions

Close

« Documentation Home cos

Cosine of argument in radians collapse allin page
« MATLAB
« Mathematics

Syntax
« Elementary Math
« Trigonometry ¥ = cos(X)
cos

Description
Syntax ¥ = cos(x) retuns the cosine for each element of x. The cos function operates element-wise on arrays. The function accepts both

) real and complex inputs.

Description .

+ Forreal values of X, cos(x) retums real values in the interval [-1, 1]
Examples

+  For complex values of X, cos(x) retums complex values.
Input Arguments
Output Arguments Examples collapse all
Mare About
Extended Capabilities ¥ Plot Cosine Function
See Also

Plot the cosine function over the domain _ _
Open Live Script

X = -pi:@.81:pi;
plot(x,cos(x))
grid on -

Figure 1b. MATLAB Doc Help Window for Cosine Function (R2019a)

Online documentation for MATLAB can be found at the MathWorks website
MATLAB Help

The Command Window help is best used for finding information about functions and operators
one knows the name/symbol of. Typing the statement he I p followed by the name of the
function/operator will provide information about that function/operator in the Command
Window. Figure 1c shows an example of MATLAB’s Command Window help for the cosine
function.

>> help cos

cos Cosine of argument in radians.
cos(X) is the cosine of the elements of X.
See also acos, cosd.

Reference page in Help browser
doc cos

Figure 1c. MATLAB Command Window Help

Last modified Friday, September 18, 2020

MATLAB Marina is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.



https://www.mathworks.com/help/index.html
http://www.matlabmarina.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

	MATLAB Marina: MATLAB Help
	Student Learning Objectives
	Terms
	MATLAB Functions, Keywords, and Operators
	MATLAB Help


